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H
o

p
e

Th
e

 P
ro

p
h

e
cy

 C
a

n
d

le

T
herefore, the Lord w

ill give you
 a sign

. T
he you

n
g 

w
om

an
 is pregn

an
t an

d is abou
t to give birth to a son

, 

an
d she w

ill n
am

e him
 Im

m
an

u
el. Isaiah 7:14

C
H

R
IST

M
A

S IS C
O

M
IN

G
! B

U
T

 W
A

IT
IN

G
 IS H

A
R

D
!

 
Today is the beginning of A

dvent, and that’s w
hen our 

C
hristm

as A
D

V
E

N
Ture starts. E

ach day brings us a little 

closer to C
hristm

as, w
hen w

e celebrate Jesus’ birth. L
ight 

the purple candle, opposite the pink one.

 
T

he angel G
abriel announced to M

ary, “H
e w

ill be great 

and he w
ill be called the Son of the M

ost H
igh.” H

ow
 exciting! 

B
ut, after hearing this, M

ary had to w
ait nine m

onths to see 

Jesus and to hold him
. M

ary w
as not the first person to w

ait 

for Jesus to com
e. Prophets long ago told about his com

ing. 

T
he Israelites had w

aited for centuries for the prophecies to 

be fulfilled, for the com
ing of Im

m
anuel.

 
First, set up your A

dvent w
reath. It’s a circle of evergreens 

w
ith four candles evenly spaced around the w

reath. A
 circle 

has no beginning and no ending. T
hat’s like G

od’s love! 

 
T

he reason for C
hristm

as is to celebrate Jesus. T
his first 

candle is called the C
andle of H

ope, or the Prophecy C
andle. 

T
here’s just a little glow

, because w
e are just beginning the 

journey to C
hristm

as.

 
T

here’s no need to pack! It’s a journey into your heart to 

discover m
ore about G

od, w
ho sent Jesus, the Son of G

od.



C
hristm

as Is C
om

ing! B
u

t W
aitin

g Is H
ard!
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CH
R

ISTM
A

S SY
M

B
O

L: W
R

EATH

D
ear frien

ds, let’s love each other, becau
se love is from

 

G
od, an

d everyon
e w

ho loves is born
 from

 G
od an

d 

kn
ow

s G
od. T

he person
 w

ho doesn
’t love does n

ot kn
ow

 

G
od, becau

se G
od is love. 1 John

 4:7-8

 
D

o you know
 that G

od loves you? G
od w

ill alw
ays love 

you. A
 circle shape is a rem

inder of G
od’s everlasting love. 

G
od also w

ants you to love other people. 

 
W

reaths 
decorate 

doors 
w

ith 
an 

inviting 
m

essage 
of 

w
elcom

e. W
reaths w

ere used in the ancient w
orld, especially 

G
reece. W

reaths of laurel w
ere used as crow

ns to honor a 

person. In G
erm

any, people used w
reaths as a sign of hope 

for the com
ing of spring. In 1 C

orinthians 9:25, Paul speaks 

of a crow
n that w

ill never die. 

T
R

Y
 IT 

 
 E

ncircle each fam
ily m

em
ber w

ith your arm
s to give  

w
reath-shaped hugs.

P
R

A
Y

E
R

 

 
 

Thank you, God, for sending your Son, Jesus. H
elp us w

ait 
patiently for Christm

as to com
e. Am

en.

H
Y

M
N

/
S

O
N

G

 
 

“O
 Com

e, O
 Com

e, Em
m

anuel”

Q
U

E
S

T
IO

N
S

 
• 

W
hat do you like about the Advent w

reath?

 
• 

W
hat does Advent m

ean?

 
• 

H
ow

 w
ill the w

reath help us get ready for Christm
as?

T
R

Y
 IT

 
 

Look up a prophecy and how
 it w

as fulfilled.

 
 

Prophecy: Isaiah 7:14  
Fulfilled: M

atthew
 1:18–23
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M
ica

h
’s P

ro
p

h
e

cy

A
s for you

, B
ethlehem

 of E
phrathah, thou

gh you
 are the 

least sign
ifican

t of Ju
dah’s forces, on

e w
ho is to be a ru

ler 

in
 Israel on

 m
y behalf w

ill com
e ou

t from
 you

. H
is origin

 

is from
 rem

ote tim
es, from

 an
cien

t days. M
icah 5:2

L
O

N
G

 A
G

O
, Isaiah, M

icah, and other prophets told people 

about the com
ing M

essiah. M
icah even told the people w

here 

the M
essiah w

ould be born. W
ow

! E
very single prophesy 

happened as G
od had foretold it!

 
C

hristm
as is good new

s because it show
s G

od keeps 

prom
ises and sent Jesus, the prom

ised M
essiah, to bring hope 

to the w
orld. W

e share that hope w
hen w

e tell others about 

Jesus and say, “M
erry C

hristm
as.”

P
R

A
Y

E
R

 

 
 

D
ear Lord, help us share the hope of eternal life w

ith others. 
Am

en.

H
Y

M
N

/
S

O
N

G

 
 

“M
ary D

id You Know
?”

Q
U

E
S

T
IO

N
S

 
• 

W
hy is it so great that God loves you?

 
• 

In w
hat part of the w

orld is Bethlehem
? Can you find Israel and 

Bethlehem
 on a m

ap?

 
• 

W
hat prophets can you nam

e?

 
• 

W
hat is your hope for the future?

D
ID

 Y
O

U
 K

N
O

W
? 

 
 

The organization W
reaths Across Am

erica places w
reaths on 

hundreds of thousands of veterans’ graves in D
ecem

ber to 
honor them

.

T
R

Y
 IT 

 
 

Copy, cut out, and decorate the sm
all Bible below

 and add it to 
the w

reath as a rem
inder of the prophecies.
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CH
R

ISTM
A

S SY
M

B
O

L: CH
R

ISTM
A

S TR
EE

I am
 like an

 evergreen
 tree, yieldin

g m
y fru

it to you
 

throu
ghou

t the year. M
y m

ercies n
ever fail. (T

LB
)

 
C

hristm
as 

trees 
transform

 
a 

room
 

into 
a 

holiday 

w
onderland. G

od is com
pared to an evergreen tree in the 

H
osea passage. In som

e B
ible translations, G

od is com
pared to 

a “luxuriant evergreen tree.” G
od is splendid and extravagant.

 
T

he C
hristm

as tree originated in G
erm

any. T
here are 

a num
ber of different stories about how

 the tree becam
e a 

C
hristm

as sym
bol. It m

ay have started w
ith the Paradise 

plays, w
here an evergreen tree hung w

ith apples represented 

the garden of E
den. O

r, it’s said that M
artin L

uther brought 

an evergreen tree inside and decorated it w
ith candles after 

noticing the beauty of one tree during a w
alk on C

hristm
as E

ve. 

 
H

essian soldiers from
 G

erm
any brought the tradition 

of the lighted evergreens to A
m

erica during the A
m

erican 

R
evolution.

 
L

et evergreen trees that point to the heavens rem
ind you 

that you are part of G
od’s fam

ily tree.

T
R

Y
 IT 

 
 M

ake C
hristm

as tree gift tags w
ith notes of hope. You w

ill 

need colored paper (variety of colors), ribbon, m
arkers, 

scissors, paper punch, and C
hristm

as tree cookie cutters 

(optional).

 
1. 

 C
opy the pattern below

 (or trace tree cookie cutters) 

on various colors of paper, and cut out the paper trees. 

 
2. 

 Stack three trees of different colors, punch a hole 

through the layers, and tie together w
ith a ribbon. 

 
3. 

 W
rite “M

erry C
hristm

as” on the top card. Spread the 

other cards open and w
rite on them

 “Jesus loves you” 

and other m
essages.
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